l8                                       COTTON
of the spindles and looms forms another important part of the
commercial transactions of the nation, more especially as regards
Lancashire.
From the standpoint of employment, a study of the position
is even more impressive, As already stated the handling and
warehousing of the raw material at the ports find employment for
a large number of people. The repeated carrying in connection
with the various processes of manufacture gives employment
to a much larger section of the population,
The cotton operatives engaged in spinning and weaving number,
in round figures, 500,000. The number employed in the sub-
sidiary industries and employments connected with cotton,
already enumerated, is more difficult to estimate, but it will
amount to another 500,000, Allowing two dependants only to
each worker (there being a large number of young people em-
ployed) a population of no less than 3,000,000 is represented,
There are further the dependent industries, such as the great
machine-making and engineering establishments, which are largely
employed with repairs, renewals, and extensions in the British
cotton and subsidiary industries, also a portion of the mining and
chemical industries; all of which represent a further section of
the population, The provision trade is obviously mainly depen-
dent on the masses of the people, In any dislocation of the cotton
industry its serious effects on employment generally would be
widespread, But it would not end here; the retail, mercantile,
banking, professional, and leisured classes would all suffer severely,
and so would the landowners, property owners, and the agricul-
tural classes, who find their largest markets in the great mercantile
and industrial centres of the North of England.